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Court Studies Officer's Flea 
Against War-Related Duty 


i DENVER ( DPI) — A federal 
! judge had under advisement 
.today a veteran Air Force 
•officer’s request to be classified 
as a conscientious objector to 
the war in Vietnam. 

( The government, claiming it 
spent $217,000 to train the officer 
to fly fighter planes, asked the 
court to turn him down. 

Capt. Dale Noyd, a former 
psychology professor and peace- 
time fighter pilot, took the 
witness stand yesterday to 
testify in his behalf. Noyd, 
defended by attorneys for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
said he believed the war was 
“unjust and immoral.” 

Dist. Judge William E. Doyle 
agreed to study the matterafter 
presiding over the lengthy 
nearing, but indicated he might 
not reach an ear ly decision. 

“Deeply Concerned” 

“The jurisdictional question is 
a grave one,” Doyle said. “I’m 
deeply concerned about it. 1 
must analyze the situation.” 
Attorneys for the Air Force 
and Justice Department had 
questioned whether the 34-year- 
old pfficer from Wenatchee, 


Wash., had the right to take his 
battle into the courts. 

“Noyd is lawfully in the 
armed services and is subject to 
their jurisdiction,” said C. 
Westbrook Murphy, a trial 
attorney for the Justice Depart- 
ment, 
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the armed forces because the 
statutes define a CO as one who 
is opposed to war in any form. 
NoyoLhas said he is not opposed 
to^W^Wanf form^’" 

The Air Force said it had 
spent $217,000 to train the 12- 
year Air Force veteran to fly jet 
fighters and now needs his pilot 
skills. It asked the court to 
refuse, to. .grant a permanent 
injunction barring Noyd from 
being assigned to comibat-relat- 
ed duties. ' 

Tather of Two 

Noyd, the father of two, was a 
psychology professor at the Air 
Force Academy near Colorado 
Springs, Colo., until January. He 
Objected to assignment at 
Cannon AFB at Clovis, N.M., 
last month on grounds the unit 
there was a Vietnam replace- 
ment group. 

The officer, one of five wit- 
nesses, said he would accept 


i assignment to “any part of fee 
world that isn’t related to com- 
bat duty or Vietnam: 

“I would prefer they accept 
my resignation, hut am asking 
that they afford me the status of. 
a conscientious objector, or 
assign me to non-combat related 
duties.” 

‘Have to Draw Line’ 

“I can’t see much difference 
'between training cadets and 
. training pilots,” the judge told 
him, 

“You have to draw a line 
about what you can do and what 
you can’t do in all good con- 
science,” Noyd replied. “The 
line - 1 drew is what I consider to 
be the difference between a 
meaningful contribution to the 
Vietnam war and an indirect 
contribution. 

“I don’t think standing before 
cadets and discussing psycholo- 
gy and humanism with feem is 
against my conscience. I don’t 
consider this a direct contribu- 
tion to the Vietnam war. 

“I’m opposed to all wars,” 
Noyd testified, “but I’m only 
conscientiously objecting to the 
war in Vietnam. I would fight in 
certain, wars, but would not fight 
in Vietnam.” 



